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La Revue du Vin de France (450 high-flying wines to see life differently - Nov. 2021)!!
• Lueurs d’Espar 2018       93/100 (=16,5/20)!!

“After 15 years in marketing, Olivier Faucon converted to winemaking. In 
2013 he began a viticulture-oenology course in Burgundy, but he finally 
fell in love with the Terrasses du Larzac where he settled and delivered a 
successful first 2016 vintage. In 2018, he produced a cuvée of only 600 
bottles of Mourvèdre (Espar is its old local name) marked by limestone 
which welcomes the last rays of the sun, hence its name Lueurs 
d’Espar(lueurs=glimmers in French). This wine seduces us with its 
beautiful floral concentration, black fruits galore and a stability that will 
carry it for at least a decade without batting an eyelid. ”!!!!

Decanter (Premium Languedoc-Roussillon white wines : 30 to try - Elizabeth Gabay MW— Nov. 
2021)!!

• Des Si et Des Mi Blanc 2020       92/100 (=16/20)!!
“Soft golden tones with warm, oaky aromas create a perfect 
autumnal wine. Ripe sun-kissed pears and crisp, nutty apples, a 
hint of quince cheese and rich peach compote give a lovely 
intense weight of ripe fruit, full of charm and balanced by long, 
mouthwatering acidity.!
Drinking Window 2021 - 2031”!!

!!
Le Journal du Dimanche (Wines special - Nov. 2021)!!

• Ode Aux Ignorants 2019      !!
“The name of this wine refers to the owners of the estate when they 
started in 2016. They are now a reference in the appellation. A Terrasses 
du Larzac with fine tannins; gourmand and delicate ”!!!

Gault & Millau 2022 !!
• Ode Aux Ignorants 2018      !!

“ ‘A cuvée that cannot be ignored’!
Very successful cuvée from Olivier Faucon which offers a powerful, 
distinguished and aromatic wine. The nose is demonstrative: the 
fresh blackberry, the blackberry jam, the red pepper and the herbaceous 
side merge with delight. On the palate, the wine is velvety, caressing 
and digestible at the same time. The rare prime rib is waiting.… ”!
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WeinWirtschaft Magazine (Germany - Nov. 2021)!!
• Mas Combarèla      !!

“New approaches. !
The AOP Terrasses du Larzac demonstrates its dynamism over and over again. 
At an event in Villeneuvette, 31 winegrowers were given the chance to draw 
attention to themselves. The common denominator: they all only started making 
wine after the AOP was founded in 2014. The motivations and backgrounds 
couldn't be more different: from the younger generation, who continue the 
existing business or become self-employed with family-owned vineyards, to 
newcomers from Argentina, Germany, England, the Netherlands and Russia. 
After all, they make up 30% of the 102 estates in the appellation, which produce 
around 19,500 hectoliters of wine with 690 hectares of vines. 75% of them are 
organically certified or in the process of conversion.!
Two winegrowers stood out at the presentation: Gonzalo Amigo, an 
Argentinian and ex-computer scientist with Domaine Terre de Feu, who is 
married to a woman from Hamburg, and Olivier Faucon, a former marketing 
expert, with Mas Combarèla.”!!!!
Guide Bettane + Desseauve 2022 (Oct. 2021)!!
• Mas Combarèla ★★★ !
“Olivier Faucon never ceases to amaze us in three vintages. Magnificent reds, of 
rare intensity without any tannins sticking out, saline finishes. It is the finesse 
of the grain that impresses here and the aerial perception of the materials. We 
have been telling you since their first vintage, you have to quickly discover this 11 
hectare estate because getting up close to the greats in such a short time 
will not go unnoticed. And the rosé is delicious, just as delicate as the reds. ”!!

• Ode Aux Ignorants            93/100 (=16,5/20)!
“The Ode Aux Ignorants refers to the owners of the estate who started 
with the 2016 vintage. Ignorant, they are no longer. Cuvée with very fine 
tannins, as tasty as it is delicate”!!

• Lueurs d’Espar                 95/100 (=17,5/20)!
“The dominance of Mourvèdre, an ancient name for which is ‘Espar’, gives a particular 
character to this cuvée. The tannins are fine and the palate has additional complexity, 
persistence and length compared to the otherwise excellent varietal cuvées.”!!!

Terre de Vins (Terrasses du Larzac gems - Oct. 2021)!!
• Ode Aux Ignorants      !!

“The comic strip ‘Les Ignorants’ (The Initiates) made him change his life, Olivier Faucon 
embarked on the adventure of wine after fifteen years of marketing. 2016 sees its 
installation and the construction of the cellar. Big year.!
Among all the cuvées in this tasting (the last 30 domaines in Terrasses du Larzac), the two 
Mas Combarèla’s stood out as the richest, most ambitious and most complex. High-
altitude vines on dolomitic limestone, two-year aging in demi-muids of various ages and 
concrete eggs, the Syrah, Carignan and Grenache trio offers a dreamy texture, full, 
harmonious and tasty. Great wines.”!
(suggestion: shoulder of lamb with rosemary) !
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Les Ignorants (original French version of ‘The Initiates’ - Limited Edition. 
Special 10 years - oct. 2021)!!

“To date, we know of at least two or three readers who embarked on the 
career of winemaker after reading The Ignorants. One of them once sent 
us a case of his first cuvée which he called “Ode Aux Ignorants”. And it 
was very good. For me, who imagined and produced this book, it is well 
worth the Medal of Arts and Litterature! ”  - Etienne Davodeau (writer)!!!!

World of Fine Wines (UK - Andrew Jefford - Oct. 2021)!!
• Ode Aux Ignorants 2018                             91/100 (=15,5/20)!!

“Dense, dark, saturated black-red, with purple glints. All very intense and brooding. Some 
oak shows on the nose, and there is also a weight of dense black fruit, too, in relatively 
inarticulate style. The oak’s shoulder is what you see at this stage. Give it time, for there is 
obviously much to come here. A big, weighty, skulking prop forward of a wine, with 
grandiose fruit and grandiose tannin, too. Top marks for concentration, depth and 
quality, too, but it is potential quality at this stage; there needs to be a settling period. Is this 
a Mourvedre rich blend ? Possibly; or just possibly exuberant extraction from very 
promising raw materials. I’d like to see the oak settle a bit more. Anyway it’s one to stuff 
away, and it may well merit a higher score in three or four years”!!
!

Hugh Johnson’s Pocket Wine Book 2022  (USA, UK…) (Sept. 2021)!!! !!!!!!!
!!!
Guide Hachette 2022 (Sept. 2021)!!
• Des Si et Des Mi - Rouge 2019 ★ ★!

“Behind a purple color rise from the glass precise and refined aromas 
of crushed black fruits, spices and garrigue. Convivial roundness, 
fine tannins taken in the flesh, impeccable freshness, free 
expression of an elegant and well-typed fruit which lingers very 
pleasantly in a relaxed finish: grace in this Languedoc vinified with 
tact and good taste.”  !!!!!!!
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!!!
Tellement Soif - Wine Web TV (Video Interview in French - 
May 2021)!!
Video Interview @ WebTV TellementSoif.tv - Mas 
Combarèla!!
https://tellementsoif.tv/rencontres/mas-combarela-une-ode-aux-
ignorants?!!!!!!
La Revue du Vin de France (Rosés report - May 2021)!!

• Des Si et des Mi - Rosé       90/100 (=15/20)!!
“Olivier Faucon is in his fifth vintage. Back from Asia, he 
embarked on a winegrower conversion, first in 
Burgundy then at Mas Cal Demoura, before creating 
Mas Combarèla. In his eyes, a good rosé can 
complement summer aperitifs, but also meals all year 
round, especially on exotic cuisine, a memory of his 
former life.!
Its blended rosé 40% Grenache, 40% Cinsault and 
Mourvèdre, on clay-limestone soils, Languedoc Des Si 
et Des Mi 2020 takes its name from the local expression 
“faire des si et des mi”: this, some that… but we can 
also detect a delicate sonata, especially in the aromas 
which play the partition of citrus fruits, white fruits and 
rose. On the palate, it is an elegant, tangy and 
elongated rosé, full of relief, with bite on the finish.”!!!

!!!
In Vino (Radio interview in French- March 2021)!!
Podacst interview radio "In Vino" - Mas 
Combarèla!!
https://podcast.ausha.co/in-vino/999e-emission-
olivier-faucon-et-thomas-laydis!!!!!!!!!
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Sommelier International N°170 (Millésime Bio report- March 2021)!!
• Mas Combarèla         !

“Near the gorges of the Herault, on the mountains of the listed village of Saint Guilhem-le-
desert, the winemaker Olivier Faucon for the Mas Combarèla with the cuvée « Des Si et Mi 
- white» 2018 in white grenache, perfectly adjusts the fruit and flower on the nose as in the 
mouth with tension.!
The series of reds « Des Si des Mi » blend of Languedoc 2019, « Les Vieux Mazets » in 
Carignan, « Le Clos Secret » in Cinsault, all 2 in IGP St-Guilhem-Le-Désert and « Ode to 
the Ignorant » in Terraces du Larzac are full of gustatory fervor fusing with subtle spices, 
fresh fruit, where the elegance of the winemaker’s know-how with his terroir is no doubt.”!

!

!!



Terre de Vins (210 Languedoc Organic Wines - January 2021)!!
• Des Si et des Mi - Rouge         15/20 (=90/100)!

“A new comer in the Terrasses du Larzac who knows how to get 
noticed. Here is a Languedoc that comes with its sunny nose, a 
caressing mouth with melted tannins, a finish on freshness. Olivier 
Faucon signs a direct and endearing wine. Suggestion: Roast duck 
breast stuffed with foie gras .”!!!!!

La Revue du Vin de France (Our coup de cœur in Languedoc Roussillon to discover at Millésime 
Bio - January 2021)!!

• Des Si et des Mi - Rouge        92/100 (=16/20)!
“The hint of blond tobacco dominating the first nose is puzzling, it takes air for the wine to 
settle on its tonic fruit. The volume is dense, the wine very tight on a deep and sensitive 
heart. The wine is refined until it becomes of a melting subtlety in which the liquorice 
shines through.”!!!!

Le Point (January 2021) - “Cap au sud avec Millésime Bio”!

!!



!
Le Dauphiné (AOC terrasses du larzac, generosity of Languedoc, freshness of Larzac - Jan. 
2021) !!
“…you will taste a cuvée where the majority Syrah frames a complex and juicy wine like this 
"Ode to the ignorant" offered by Olivier Faucon at Mas Combarèla ."!!!
Midi Libre (Janvier 2021) - "They left everything for a piece of vines"!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!


